
  

President’s Message - 

Greetings! It is hard to believe that we will soon usher out 2020 and ring in 2021. This year has been difficult 

and full of challenges. Many thanks to each of you for keeping music alive in your hearts, homes, 

communities, and clubs throughout these tumultuous times.  We look forward to brighter days ahead in 

2021!  

One of our greatest achievement’s this year is our new MFMC website!  Kudos to Tiffany Johnson, MFMC 

Public Relations Chair for her hard work and diligence in designing and launching our beautiful site. If you 

have not already done so, please bookmark our web address https://www.mfmc-music.com/ and sign up for 

the Members section.  

Thanks also to our Festival Co-Chairs Dorothy Glover and Kathryn DeViney, District Festival Chairs, and Susan Walker, Festival Cup 

Chair, for their continued dedication to our Festival Program. Mississippi music students in the Festival Cup Program received 132 

Festival Cups in 2020.   

Please remember to refer to our National website https://www.nfmc-music.org/ for Local Club report forms and information on 

Festivals, Competitions and Awards, and other aspects of our Federation.  It is a big organization with many opportunities. I encourage 

you to spend some time on the website becoming familiar with all Federation has to offer. 

Please continue to take care of yourselves and stay safe as we navigate the days ahead. I look forward to the time when we can again 

gather in person and make glorious music together! 

Musically Yours, 

Lee Ann 

As your new NFMC National Board Representative for Mississippi it would be great to report on the wonderful  
state convention we had last May in Canton, or the outstanding performances heard at our Junior Convention 
at Trinity Presbyterian in Jackson, or the great time we had in Indianapolis at our NFMC Conference in June.  
Then there was our NFMC Southeastern Region Meeting in July at a new venue in Greensboro, S.C, but alas, 
due to these unprecedented times in which we have been living, my life, as yours has been put on hold.  NFMC, 
MFMC, and our local clubs will look very different as we enter the 2020 – 2021 club year. 
Although we have not been able to meet face to face, there have been many Zoom meetings and phone calls. 
I met virtually with the Student/Collegiate Scholarship Committee where we discussed how to advertise our 
scholarships and awards in a world where students are not necessarily in the class room or  even on campus. 
At our Investment Committee meeting, our investment advisors from Wabash Capital reported NFMC’s       

       endowment fund at the time of the meeting was down only 1% and as of today, we are showing no losses.  
As chairman of Frances Nelson’s Past National President Scholarship fund I also sit on the Finance Committee.  Chairman Carolyn 
Nelson reported NFMC is in good shape financially.  If you would like to honor Frances by making a donation to her scholarship fund, 
you may send it directly to me.  We need to raise a lot of money to endow that scholarship in 3 years. 

On the state level, Debbie Barnes and I met on the phone and via email working with notes made at the MFMC Junior Scholarship 
Committee meeting last summer to make a proposal concerning our Junior Scholarships.  That proposal was passed at the Fall Board 
Meeting and those changes are reported elsewhere in this Magnolia Bulletin.  We are excited to offer more scholarships in more 
categories to our Juniors.   

In less than three years, Mississippi will be hosting the 2023 NFMC Biennial Convention in Jackson.  This will take all of our time and 
talents.  Please be ready to say yes when asked to participate in the planning and execution of the event.   

Thank you for allowing me to be your state representative to NFMC.  It is indeed an honor to serve in this capacity.  Good luck to all of 
you as you decide what 2021 will look like for your club.  There will be an end to this time and we will return to “normal”.  I look 
forward to seeing all of you in 2021. 

     Cecil Fox 
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Meet our new Public Relations Chair and Web Master   Tiffany Johnson. 

Meet our new Public Relations Chair and Web Master Tiffany Johnson. A native of Pearl, Mississippi, Tiffany John-

son is a member of the MacDowell Music Club of   Jackson. From an early age Tiffany participated in all types of 

music programs, such as Mississippi Honor Choir as well as Mississippi Girls’ Choir. After graduating from High 

School, Ms Johnson attended Jackson State University on an academic and vocal scholarship. While there she had 

the opportunity to perform locally, nationally, and even internationally with the University Concert Chorale. Upon graduation,   Tiffa-

ny performed with several groups including Mississippi Opera and Jackson Choral Society. Currently, Tiffany is a vocal student under 

Ms. Dawn Dixon and serves as a cantor at The Cathedral of St. Peter The Apostle.  

        National President’s Message   

     Frances J. Nelson 
 

To say we’re living in extraordinary times is an understatement! 

We certainly have had many changes and have grown accustomed to adapting to new ways of life! 

I usually have exciting travel and meetings to report, but everything was cancelled and I haven’t been any-

where at all!  Our MFMC    Convention was cancelled and our Fall Session was held as an online meeting.  I 

understand that many of our clubs are going to begin this club year by meeting virtually.  Even though it’s not 

ideal, we are lucky to have technology available. 

It was a disappointment to cancel our Indianapolis National Conference in June, but we were able to conduct 

business online through video meetings.  We are holding our breath as we plan and prepare for our 2021 Bi-

ennial Convention in Norfolk VA.  I hope that we will be able to meet, and I’d love to see a big group from Mis-

sissippi in attendance!  I’ll keep you posted on the status of that meeting. 

During these times, please remember to support your Federation and your local clubs.  It does take creativity and new strategies to 

continue our participation, but it is such a   worthwhile venture. Remember that we still have our competitions and awards, and our 

Federation Festivals.  These are all wonderful ways to be a part of something great!  Eventually, we will get back to our normal lives 

and these days will be a distant memory! 
 

Create Harmony through Music 

Mississippi Federation of Music 
Clubs 

$52 Club 
2020 

 
Debbie Barnes – Metronome Music Club 

Patricia Breeland 

Canton Music Study Club 

Corinth Music Club 

Carol Durham – Musicians on Piano 

Cecil Fox 

MacDowell Music Club of Crystal Springs 

Margaret Pigott – Powercelli 

Susan Walker – 88 Keys Piano Club 

 

Yearbook Reminder 

Attention Club Presidents 

Please remember to send your          
Yearbooks to: 

MFMC President 

Lee Ann Cummings 

146 W. Pinebrook Drive 

Brandon, MS 39047 

MFMC Treasurer 

Cecil Fox, Jr. 

P.O. Box 534 

Canton, MS 39046 

MFMC Yearbook and  

Achievement Record Chair 

Princess Thompson 

347 Audubon Circle 

Brandon, MS  39047 

NFMC Yearbook Chair  

Patsy Whitaker 

132 Elizabeth Street 

Bamberg, SC 29003 

     MFMC FELLOWS 

Charles Treas (deceased) 

Beth McCauley (deceased) 

Ruth Smith (deceased) 

Cecil Fox, Jr. 

Ann S. Fox (deceased) 

Ann F. Fox (deceased) 

Sarah Flanagan 

Mary Grace Johnson (deceased) 

Patti Sullivan 

Frances Nelson 

We thank you for your support 

of MFMC! 
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 DISTRICT I 

Columbus Music Study Club 

Julia Mortyakova 

1100 College Street MUW-1030 

Columbus, MS 39701 

615-585-5330 

jvmortyakova@muw.edu 

DISTRICT II 

Meridian Music Society 

Debbie Hermetz 

6008 19th Avenue 

Meridian, MS 39305 

601-479-2646 

hermetzb@bellsouth.net 
 

Lydian Music Club of Philadelphia 

Cary Eldridge 

69 Cary Eldridge Road 

DeKalb, MS 39328 

601-562-8567 

careyeldridge365@gmail.com 

DISTRICT III 

Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

Jan Mesrobian 

221 East Lakeside Drive 

Hattiesburg, MS  39402 

601-268-0806 

601-310-6587 

jmesrobian@bellsouth.net 
 

DISTRICT IV 

Canton Music Study Club 

Marian Durfey 

224 Country Club Road 

Canton, MS 39046 

601-859-5508 

percydurfey@comcast.net 
 

Chaminade Music Club of Jackson 

Susan Johnson Co-President 

775 Arlington Street 

Jackson MS 39202 

601-944-0335 

susanj775arl@comcast.net 
 

Bebe Wolfe Co-President 

4308 Old Canton Rd  

Jackson MS 39211 

601-201-4228 

bebewolfe@gmail.com 
 

MacDowell Music Club of Crystal 

Springs 

Dr. Leslie Horton 

317 E. Marion Avenue 

P.O. Box 70 

Crystal Springs, MS 39069 

662-292-2571  

drhorton70@gmail.com 
 

MacDowell Music Club of Jackson 

Fulvia Subauste 

136 Hickory Glen 

Madison, MS  39110 

601-954-1399 

fsubauste136@comcast.net 

 

MFMC Senior Club Presidents 

Recommendation 1: 

The Committee recommends removing the following three scholarships presently offered: 

1. Advanced Summer Music Center Scholarship ($1000) 

2. Music Camp at Mississippi College (10 @ $500) 

3. String Scholarship ($500) 

Reasoning:   

1) The Advanced Summer Music Center Scholarship has only been awarded 3 times.  Qualifying for it is difficult, as most camps’ entry deadlines are in January.                        

    The student must have qualified at their District Festival before they can apply for the scholarship.   

2) Currently, one scholarship from each Festival is offered for Music Camp at Mississippi College, for a total of ten scholarships.  All ten scholarships have never been 

awarded yearly. 

3) Since there are so many string entries, the String Scholarship was offered.  Requirements for this scholarship have never been written and as a result, this scholarship                                                                                  

has never been awarded. 

Recommendation 2: 

The committee recommends twelve (12) $500 Music Camp scholarships to be offered.     

Requirements:   

1. Students will qualify at their District Festivals in piano, voice, string, or other instrument and compete at the Junior Convention for the scholarships. The Required 

Festival piece will be performed at the Junior Convention. 

2. Students must be in grades 7 – 12 and must not have reached their 19th birthday by festival date.   

3. Piano Students must enter in Medium Class or higher and receive a Superior rating at their District Festival. 

4. Voice Students must enter in TBD Class or higher and receive a Superior rating at their District Festival. 

5. Strings Students must enter in TBD Class or higher and receive a Superior rating at their District Festival. 

6. Instrumental Students must enter in TBD Class or higher and receive a Superior rating at their District Festival. 

7. Students, regardless of instrument, must also make a Superior in Level 6 or higher on the NFMC Theory Test. 

Piano and vocal winners are encouraged to attend Music Camp at Mississippi College.  Other instruments may attend a camp of their choosing.  Rising Juniors, Seniors, 

and graduating Seniors may apply their scholarship to private advanced level lessons or to a camp of their choosing.  (Changes will need to be made in the MFMC 

Rules for applying for Junior Scholarships if this recommendation passes) 

Scholarship monies will be paid directly to the students’ chosen camp, teacher, or college. 

Reasoning:   

This will allow all scholarships to be awarded.  This will also provide monetary awards to students at the Junior Convention.   

Notes:   

•  The numeric rating sheet presently used by judges at Junior Convention could continue to be used so that older, more experienced students do not have an unfair 

advantage. 

•  There will not be a limited number of students per festival who can apply to compete at the Junior Convention.  Any student will qualify at the festival level as long 

as he/she meets the requirements.    

Recommendation 3: 

All students who received a Music Camp scholarship at their 2020 District Festival will be allowed to use it in the Summer of 2021.  They will not have to compete 

again for this scholarship.  
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DISTRICT V 

Belzoni Music Lovers Club 

Betty Turner 

405 E. Jackson Street 

Belzoni, MS 39038 

662-247-3152 

bturner@belzonicable.com\ 
 

DISTRICT VI 

Corinth Music Club 

William McMullin, President 

165 County Road 509 

Corinth, MS 38834 

662-287-3893 (home) 

662-396-1618 (cell) 

wmlmcmullin@gmail.com 
 

Crescendo Senior Music Club 

Mittie Montgomery 

151 Old Airport Road 

Pontotoc, MS 38863 

662-419-1672 

Mjmont49@hotmail.com 
 

Fortnightly Musicale of Tupelo 

Debbie Bullock 

7 Twelve Oaks 

Sherman, MS  38828 

662-397-7362 

debbie@debbiebullock.net 

The MFMC Junior Scholarship Committee met last summer.  

This proposal was passed at the Fall Board Meeting.  

We are excited to offer more scholarships in more categories to our Juniors. 

mailto:susanj775arl@comcast.net


                                                                                 MFMC Members Serving NFMC 

Debbie Barnes Office Committee, National Music Week SE Region Essay Chair, NFMC Ellis Competition for Duo Piano Committee 

Lee Ann Cummings Council of State Presidents, Arts Advocacy Committee Chair, NFMC Ellis Competition for Duo Piano Committee, 

Junior Music for the Blind Composition & Benzinger Performance Awards Chair 

Cecil Fox NFMC Board Representative, NFMC Ellis Competition for Duo Piano Committee, Finance Division Committee, Fund 

for Outgoing National President, PNP Elizabeth Paris French Horn Award Chair 

Ann Kay NFMC Ellis Competition for Duo Piano Committee  

Frances Nelson NFMC President, Administrative Division Chair, Bylaws & Rules Committee, National Music Council Representative, 

Fund for Advancement of Music Arts (FAMA), NFMC Ellis Competition for Duo Piano Committee, Investments Com-

mittee 

Mona Nicholas NFMC Ellis Competition for Duo Piano Committee 

Debbie Padula NFMC Ellis Competition for Duo Piano Chair 

NFMC OFFICERS FOR 2019-2021 

President   Frances Nelson               261 Northbay Drive, Madison, MS 39110      president@nfmc-music.org  

1st Vice President  Deborah Freeman               7 Coachman Drive Taylors, SC 29687      debotfree@gmail.com 

                                                                                     Regional Vice Presidents 

North Central  Sarah Twedt               3676 Windtree Dr., Eagan, MN  55123      sarahtwedt@hotmail.com 

South Central  Lavonna Whitesell 5117 NW 161st St, Edmond OK 73013      Lswsongbird@yahoo.com 

Southeastern  Marcia Chaplin               1807 Batten Hollow Rd, Vienna, VA 22182      marciachaplin2@gmail.com  

Northeastern  Ruth Ann McChesney 311 Scenic Ridge Court, Mars, PA 16046-2349    pfmcRAM@hotmail.com 

Western                 Judy Prescott  135 N 800 E, Jerome, ID 83338       Judy_prescott@hotmail.com 

Recording Secretary Linda Lind  8905 Longmead Court, Burke, VA 22015      lindalindva@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Suzanne Carpenter PO Box 357275, Gainesville, FL 32635-7275      Treasurer@ffmc-music.org   

                                                        

President  Lee Ann Cummings 

  146 W. Pinebrook Drive 

  Brandon, MS 39047 

  601-992-9330 

  cummings-lee28@att.net 

 

Vice-President Kathy Hammack 

  335 Glenfield Road 

  Canton, MS 39046 

  601-859-6292 

  kathyhammack@comcast.net 

Secretary  Debbie Padula 

  1021 Northshore Village Drive 

  Brandon, MS  39047 

  703-986-7596 

  d_padula@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer Cecil Fox, Jr. 

  P.O. Box 534 

  Canton, MS 39046 

  601-407-1285 

  ccolefox@aol.com 

 

Parliamentarian William McMullin 

  167 County Road 509 

  Corinth, MS  38834 

  662-287-3893 (home) 

  662-396-1618 (cell) 

  wmlmcmullin@gmail.com 

Mississippi Federation of Music Clubs 2020-2021 State Officers 

Historian  Marian Durfey 

  224 Country Club Road 

  Canton, MS 39046 

  601-859-5508 

  percydurfey@comcast.net 

 

Vice-President  

District I   Position Available 

 

Vice-President Terri Donald 

District II  10011 BIA 0231 

  Philadelphia, MS 39350 

  601-416-4019 

  tdonald661@att.net 

   

Vice-President Jan Mesrobian 

District III 221 East Lakeside Drive 

  Hattiesburg, MS  39402 

  601-268-0806 

  601-942-5608 

  janmesrobian@comcast.net 

 

Vice- President Bettye Sledge 

District IV 104 Laverne Street 

  Crystal Springs, MS  39059 

  601-892-5510 (Home) 

  601-954-4262 (Cell) 

  jamesljrsledge@bellouth.net 

Vice-President Betty Turner 

District V 405 E. Jackson Street 

  Belzoni, MS  39038 

  662-247-3152 

  bturner@belzonicable.com 

 

   

Vice-President Vicki Avery 

District VI 800 Polk Street 

  Corinth, MS  38834 

  662-287-4129 

  billdavery@bellsouth.net 

 

Vice-President Inactive 

District VII 

 

Vice-President Erin Wilson 

District VIII 22 Dronet Road 

  Carriere, MS  39426 

  985-774-9815 

  erwilson83@gmail.com 
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AMERICAN MUSIC DIVISION 

Parade of American Music Chair 

Terry Swindol 

203 Bluebird Drive 

Tupelo, MS 38804 

662-842-1198 

swindol@bellsouth.net 

American Women Composers Chair 

Jacquelyn Thornell 

5929 Lake Trace Circle 

Jackson, MS  39211 

601-750-5374 

jsthornell@bellsouth.net 

ARTS DIVISION 

Chamber Music Chair 

Debbie Bullock 

7 Twelve Oaks 

Sherman, MS  38828 

662-397-7362 

debbie@debbiebullock.net 

Crusade for Strings Chair 

Ann Kay 

2538 Northplace Drive 

Tupelo, MS 38804 

662-842-6902 (Home) 

662-790-5416 (Cell) 

annkay@comcast.net 

Folk Music Chair 

Debbie Barnes 

3007 Tidewater Circle 

Madison, MS 39110 

601-856-3697 

Debbie.barnes@earthlink.net 

 

International Music Chair 

Angela Teasley 

372 Glenfield Road Extension 

Canton, MS 39046 

601-859-3062 

artmusict@yahoo.com 

 

Music in Poetry Chair 

Betty Turner 

405 E. Jackson Street 

Belzoni, MS 39038 

662-247-3152 

bturner@belzonicable.com 

 

Music Service in Community/Choral 

Music Chair 

Inza Calloway 

10937 Tank Road 

Crystal Springs, MS 39059 

601-885-8392 

inzacalloway@att.net 

Music in Schools and Colleges Chair 

Dr. Stephen Sachs 

902 Euclid Avenue 

Jackson, MS  39202 

601-209-8903 

ssachs@belhaven.edu 

 

Together We Sing Chair 

Bettye Sledge 

107 Laverne Street 

Crystal Springs, MS 39059 

601-892-5510 (Home) 

601-954-4262 (Cell) 

jamesljrsledge@bellsouth.net 

 

Music Outreach Chair 

Carol Durham 

304 Camp Garaywa Rd. 

Clinton, MS  39056 

601-906-0350/601-924-0469 

cdurham@comcast.net 

Sacred Music Chair 

Janice Scales 

595 Lee Line Road 

Tupelo, MS 38801 

662-844-7729 

majsca@yahoo.com 

 

National Music Week Chair 

William McMullin 

165 CR 509 

Corinth, MS 38834 

662-287-3893 

wmlmcmullin@gmail.com 

 

National Music Week Essay Chair 

Helen Broockmann 

P.O. Box 335 

Madison, MS 39110 

601-856-7116 

hbrucie@gmail.com 

Opera Chair 

Betty Turner 

405 E. Jackson Street 

Belzoni, MS 39038 

662-247-3152 

bturner@belzonicable.com 

FINANCE DIVISION 

Founders Day Chair/Fellow Chair/ $52 

Club Chair 

Cecil Fox, Jr. 

P.O. Box 534 

Canton, MS 39046 

601-407-1285 

ccolefox@aol.com 

 

Insignia Chair 

Position Available 

 

Memorial and Recognition Chair 

Frances Nelson 

261 Northbay 

Madison, MS 39110 

601-856-7787 

fnelson1@comcast.net 

Past Presidents Assembly Chair 

Position Available 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIVISION 

Public Relations Chair 

Tiffany Johnson 

106 Jessie Johnson Lane 

Pearl, MS 39208 

Tjproductions94 @gmail.com 

601-968-7550 

 

 COMPETITION AND AWARDS     

DIVISION 

Competition and Awards Chair 

Position Available 

 

MEMBERSHIP AND EDUCATION DI-

VISION 

Membership Extension  

Debbie Barnes Chair 

3007 Tidewater Circle 

Madison, MS 39110 

601-856-3697 

debbie.barnes@earthlink.net 

 

Senior Club Reporting and Evaluation 

Chair 

Patricia Breeland 

147 Chantilly Drive 

Madison, MS 39110 

601-605-4966 

pcbreeland@bellsouth.net 

 

Yearbook and Achievement Record 

Chair 

Princess Thompson 

347 Audubon Circle 

Brandon, MS  39047 

601-376-8958 

pthompson@madison-schools.com 

 

STUDENT/COLLEGIATE  DIVISION 

Student/Collegiate Auditions Chair 

Position Available 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 

Arts Advocacy Chair 

Margaret Druetta 

2020 Henry Road 

Crystal Springs, MS 39059 

601-892-5963 

mkd2020@bellsouth.net 

 

Historian 

Marian Durfey 

224 Country Club Road 

Canton, MS 39046 

601-859-5508 

percydurfey@comcast.net 

 

JUNIOR DIVISION 

Junior Counselor 

Dorothy Glover 

1412 Kimwood Drive 

Jackson, MS  39211 

601-421-5032 

dorothyglover@comcast.net 

 

Festival Co-Chairs 

Dorothy Glover 

1412 Kimwood Drive 

Jackson, MS  39211 

601-421-5032 

dorothyglover@comcast.net 

Anne DeViney 

218 Balboa Drive 

Hattiesburg, MS 39402 

601-606-5685 

akdeviney@hotmail.com 

 

Festival Cup Chair 

Susan Walker 

115 Country Hills Drive 

Terry, MS  39170 

601-896-3152 

sw88keys@gmail.com 

 

District I Festival Chair 

Marilyn Fields 

100 Angela Drive 

Columbus, MS 39702 

662-386-8701 

mgcfields54@gmail.com 
 

 

Continued on page 6 
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                                                 CALENDAR OF CLUB REPORT DUE DATES 

January 10  AR 13-1           NMW Essay Contest    Regional Chair 

March 1                ME 5-2             Yearbooks                                National Chair 

March 1                AM 1-1           Parade of American Music Report Regional Chair                                               

                                                    Parade of American Music Awards National Chair 

March 15  FI 3-2           Founders Day Report    State Chair 

April 1   AR 14-1           Opera Report    State Chair 

April 1   AR 10-1           Music Outreach Club Report   State Chair 

April 1   JR 17-4           Dance Report    State Chair 

April 1   AR 7-1           Music in Schools and Colleges   State Chair 

April 1   AR 2-1           Chamber Music Report S  State Chair 

April 1   AR 5-1           International Music Relations Report  State Chair 

April 1   AR 11-1           Sacred Music Report    State Chair 

April 1   AR 3-1           Crusade for Strings Report   State Chair 

April 1   AR 8-1           Choral Music Report    State Chair 

April 15                AR 9-3           Together We Sing Report   State Chair 

April 15                AD 2-1           Arts Advocacy Report   State Chair 

April 15                AR 6-1           Music in Poetry Report   Regional Chair 

April 30                AM 7-2           Folk Music Report    State Chair 

May 1   FI 9-3           Chapter PPA Report    State Chair 

May 1   PR 3-1           Radio/Television Report   State Chair 

May 1   PR 4-1           Internet Report    State Chair 

May 1   PR 5-1           Newspaper Report    State Chair 

May 15   AM 5           American Music Jr. Club Report  National Chair 

May 15   AM 2           American Music NFMC Club Report Regional Chair                                            

                                                    American Music NFMC Entries  National Chair 

May 15   AM 6           American Women Composers Report  National Chair 

May 15   AM 8           American Just Jazz!    National Chair 

June 1   JR 1-1           Junior Club Rating Report   National Chair 

June 1   AR 12-1          National Music Week Reports   State Chair 

July 1  ME 7-1, 7-2     Senior Club Rating Report  State Chair 

July 15  ME 7-3          Senior Club Rating Report  National Chair 

 

           The above pertain only to club deadlines. Some of the reports may have cash awards. Be sure 

            to include written reports of outstanding activities including programs, news clippings and 

            pictures. Be sure to indicate on the form the city where your club is located. 

            State chairs need to check manual for reporting dates to regional or national chairs. 

District I Festival Chair 

Marilyn Fields 

100 Angela Drive 

Columbus, MS 39702 

662-386-8701 

mgcfields54@gmail.com 

 

District II-A Festival Chair 

Sue Lewis 

529 Henley Avenue 

Philadelphia, MS 39350 

601-416-1392 

sue.lewis777@gmail.com 

District II-B Festival Chair 

Charlotte Mason 

4928 6th Place 

Meridian, MS 39305 

601-483-2835 

jgmason@gmail.com 

 

District III Festival Chair 

Janice Mesrobian 

221 East Lakeside 

Hattiesburg, MS 39402 

601-310-3587 

jmesrobian@comcast.net 

District III Festival Co-Chair 

Anne DeViney 

13 Hartford Ct 

Hattiesburg, MS 39402 

601-606-5685 

akdeviney@hotmail.com 

 

District IV Festival Chair 

Portia Davis 

1996 Eastridge Circle 

Madison, MS  39110 

281-799-0261 

pianolover95@yahoo.com 

District V Festival Chair 

Betty Turner 

405 East Jackson Street 

Belzoni, MS 39038 

662-247-3152 

bturner@belzonicable.com 

 

District VI A & B Festival Chair 

Sandy Coutoumanos 

102 Hinton Circle 

Tupelo, MS 38801 

662-840-2200 

sandycoutoumanos@msn.com 

 

District VI A & B Festival Co-Chair 

Darwin Brooks 

115 Locust Hill Road 

Belden, MS 38826 

662-690-2589 (Cell) 

662-842-0673 (Home) 

dbrooks@bmc.edu 

 

District VI-C Festival Chair 

Ginger Stockton 

6612 N. Shiloh Road 

Corinth, MS 38834 

662-284-6789 

gingersofcorinth@att.net 

 

Festival Improvisation  

Chair/Junior Composers  

Chair/Lynn Freeman Olson  

Competition Awards Chair 

Melinda Porter 

P.O. Box 1008 

Clinton, MS 39060 

601-910-9776 

melindaporter3@aol.com 

 

Dance Chair 

Mona Nicholas 

1815 Bellewood Rd. 

 Jackson, MS 39211 

601-624-7668 

mona_nicholas@hotmail.com 
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                 Social Media 

Publicity, Interaction, Recruiting, Events 

There are several options for Social Media 

engagement. Each has its own unique 

features. Here is just a quick snapshot 

about platforms of which you may hear. 
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On May 9th, 2020 the 104th annual MFMC Jr. Convention was scheduled to meet at Trinity Presbyterian 

Church in Jackson, MS. Although the event was canceled, we look forward to meeting in 2021! The next 

Jr. Convention is scheduled for May 8th, 2021. Some of the events will be the competitive recitals, the 

honors recitals, and the American Music Recital. Please make plans now to participate! Take advantage of 

the wonderful opportunities for our juniors, and be sure to watch your email for information about the 

2021 Jr. Convention. 

2018-2019  Junior State Officers Photo L to R: 

President-Grace Miller, Vice-President-Trevor Florence, Secretary- Gracie Bassett, Treasurer-Emory Ware, 

Chaplain- Sarah LeRoux 

                                 Greetings to all of you from Susan Walker, MFMC Festival Cup Chairman!   

Music students here in our state seem to enjoy participating in the Festival Cup Program. We have music students who enter their Junior 

Festivals in different events. Some of the events entered are Piano Solo, Patriotic, Hymns, Violin, Cello, Trumpet, Music Theater, Art 

Song, Composition, and Musicianship.  Also, we have Festival Cup Programs for adult music students.  

Mississippi music students in the Festival Cup Program received one hundred 

thirty-two Festival Cups in 2020.  The majority of music students who earned 

Festival Cups received their first cup for the 15 point cup.  Twenty-four music 

students earned their second cup, the 30 point cup and fourteen music students 

earned their third cup, the 45 point cup.  

 We have two very talented music students and high school honor graduates, 

Sarah Ellen Browning and Davis Pool, who each earned their fourth Gold Cup 

Trophy, the  60 point cup.  This translates to receiving twelve consecutive      

Superior ratings. Bravo, Davis and Sarah!!!  Davis, from Caledonia, MS, studied piano with Mrs. Edna Mae 

McCoy from age six to eighteen.  Through being in Festival Cup Program for 12 years he learned to practice 

hard and work for excellence while learning his festival pieces and all music.  Determination, self-discipline, and 

persistence are tools that Sarah and Davis attained while working towards the goal of achieving higher point 

Festival Cups.  Sarah, from Columbus, MS, studied Violin from the age of four for fourteen years under the     

instruction of Diane Ford. She also learned to play trumpet. Being a talented violinist and trumpeter,   Sarah won 

many  honors, awards, and opportunities to play with select groups.                  

This year we had one adult, Jen Bradford, to earn her first 15 point Silver Festival Cup!  Jen has been a piano 

student of Susan Walker for four years.  It is wonderful the Festival Cup Program has included the adult music 

students.  Learning to play piano was only a dream of Jen’s and to become competent enough to earn a Festival 

Cup was magnificent!  Way to go, Jen! 

The Mississippi music teachers are very proud of all our Festival Cup Winners! Keep up the good work!  

  Respectfully,  

                                     Susan E. Walker 

                                     MFMC Festival Cup Chairman 

Jen Bradford 

Sarah Ellen Browning 

Davis Pool 

Doty Jones, longtime Greenwood resident, died Tuesday,  

June 16, 2020.  

Doty was a member of Greenwood Matinee Musicale and 

served as MFMC State President in 2003. 

Doty was born to Stella Rivers Neal and Henry Meredith Neal in 

Detroit, Michigan. Her family soon relocated to Mississippi, and Doty grew up 

in Hollandale where she graduated from Hollandale High School. She then 

entered Mississippi University for Women (MSCW at the time) and graduated 

in 1949.  She moved to Greenwood shortly thereafter, where she lived for 65 

years.  

An accomplished musician, Doty served faithfully as the organist at St. John’s 

United Methodist Church in Greenwood for 58 years. She was a charter mem-

ber of St. John’s when it was founded in 1954. In addition to her work at St. 

John’s, Doty played for numerous weddings, funerals, Greenwood Little      

Theatre productions, and many other special performances in the community.  

Elizabeth Joy Allen Chaminade Music Club, December 16, 1937 - February 13, 2020 

Millie Caccamise Chaminade Music Club, August 6, 1927 – November 4, 2018 

Virginia B. Gusak Chaminade Music Club, January 31, 2019 

Edith Fullilove Kitchens Crystal Springs MacDowell, July 24, 1914 - November 4, 

2019 

Dawn Higgins Murphy MacDowell Music Club of Jackson, February 2, 1929 - April 

29, 2019 

Josephine Holland Odom (Jo Odom)  MacDowell Music Club of Jackson, September 

27, 1930 – April 5, 2020 

Marianne Taylor Corinth Music Club, March 22, 1932 - June 13, 2020 

Jessie M. Thrash MacDowell Music Club of Jackson, May 20, 1929 - December 30, 

2019 

Rita Sandling Wise Belzoni Music Lovers Club, May 5, 1950 - August 29 2020  

In Memoriam 
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Jackson, MS 

District I Festival          February 27        First Baptist Church Columbus 

District II -A Festival         February 20        First Baptist Church Philadelphia 

District III Festival          February 20        William Carey University 

District IV Festival          February 27        Virtual 

District V Festival          TBA                    TBA 

District VI A & B          February 20        First Baptist Church, Tupelo 

District VI-C Festival         February 20        Fillmore Street Chapel Corinth 

NFMC Ellis Duo Piano Competition     April 9-11        Belhaven University Jackson 

MFMC State Convention         April 30-May 1        First United Methodist Church Canton 

National Music Week                    May 2-9         “Music…is a Storyteller” 

MFMC Jr. Convention         May 8         Trinity Presbyterian Church, Jackson 

NFMC Biennial Convention             June 15-19        Sheraton Norfolk Waterfront Hotel Norfolk, VA 

NFMC Southeastern Region Meeting   July 9-10         Eastern Music Festival Greensboro, NC  

 

Mississippi Federation of Music Clubs 

Calendar of Events 2021 
 


